
OSSUARY AT CHORAKUJI-TEMPLE 
According to statistics, the population of people over 65 years of age in Japan has 

reached approximately 37 million. In fact, we have reached the stage of having one in 

four people of “golden age”. I, myself, am one of those “golden agers”, and someday in 

the fullness of time, will face death. Then, in a dim, darkness, will I be stored on an 

aluminum shelf in an ossuary? Such thoughts are more basic than those of paradise or 

purgatory, and there is no dream or joy in them. We live through memories of pain, so 

don’t we deserve at the end of our life to be in a place where we can feel that we have 

arrived at last?  

I wanted to create a world of light where people can gather, dance, sing…This was how I 

began this plan. 

Chorakuji’s ossuary will, for many years, enfold many kinds of history and records. The 

gently curving line of the roof is symbolic of this idea. In order to realize a more dynamic 

space, I did not include horizontal beams, and the roof uses in the Vierendeel 

construction style, and double rafters. The keyaki (zelkova) columns supporting the 

ridge pole of the roof are in contrast to the light airiness of the interlacing wooden 

elements. The inner chamber has been positioned like a stage and in the very center 

blooms a lotus blossom made of die cast beaten aluminum. At the completion ceremony, 

a large gathering watched as bugaku traditional dance was performed inside the 

ossuary. In the outer chamber, rows of musicians played sho wind instruments and koto 

stringed instruments while in the inner chamber a gentle dance was performed. It was 

as if people of this world and people of the world beyond were creating a stage 

performance together. 

I believe that I have succeeded in expanding the possibilities of the ossuary. 

 


